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When the Smiths moved into their Stoney Brook
home three years ago, they could have carried most of
their belongings from the house they left. Although
I’m certain that they didn’t, it was a possibility, being
that they lived just across Union on Chenango Street
in Pine Valley.       

With four girls and three boys grown and out of the
house, Rita discovered a unit that they rented for six
months before purchasing. It had long been a goal of
hers to move across the street. The easier lifestyle,
absence of yard work and ranch floor plan was appeal-
ing to both her and Walter; they have never regretted
their decision.      

Married since 1956, their children range in age from
43 to 50. That’s right, seven children in eight
years…now that’s plenty of very busy years! Four of
them live here in Denver, so they are able to get
together often. Several weeks ago, the family hosted a
party at the clubhouse to celebrate Walter’s 80th
birthday.

The Smiths came to Colorado from Long Island, New
York in 1967, when Walter’s job at The Bureau of
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs brought him here.
The Bureau had opened a Denver office in 1966, so
the family moved out west a year later. Prior to this
position he had been a New York policeman for six
years, so he has spent most of his career in the area of
law enforcement. 

I found it fascinating when Walter told me that about
the time he was one of 250 Bureau agents in the
world, 100 of which were in New York City alone.
Those statistics have dramatically changed given that
there are now 10,000 agents worldwide. Doesn’t say
much about the direction some of society has chosen
to take, does it?

Walter retired in 1970, and then worked in security
for Skaggs drug stores before working for an insurance
agency. His job at Skaggs was to train employees how
to spot shoplifters and identify bad checks.

The two of them thoroughly enjoy living in our com-
munity. They remarked about the beauty of the ponds
and grounds and their appreciation for the capabilities
of the staff. Walter is a very good tennis player, and
Rita excelled at the sport for years before aches and
pains forced her to stop. She played tournaments
while the seven children were being raised. 

They love to sit at the pool, reading and taking peri-
odic dips. It was there that I met them a year ago,
watching some of their family members enjoy the
pool. Avid readers, I often ask them for recommenda-
tions. My time at the pool is always more enjoyable
when I see them enjoying the summer days, Walter in
his ever-present hat and Rita extending a smile.
~Ann Kochenberger~
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AN IM P O RTA N T RE M I N D E R F R O M ARC

The Holidays are coming. Burglars also like the
Holidays and are more active. Residents typically have
new electronics (laptops, TVs, etc.) and other holiday
presents in their homes. Be alert and aware! Use your
burglar alarm and lock your doors. 

A great web site for consumer alerts is the Denver
District Attorney’s web site, www.denverda.org. (Hit
Consumer Alerts.) There have been a lot of fake
check cashing scams in Denver. There is also a lot of
other useful information, including “How to Protect
Against ID Theft.” –Bob Austin, Chairman

A Reminder to All Homeowners: As stated in the
“Architectural Review Process” statement located in
the back of the Directory, any alteration that changes
the exterior appearance of your unit requires approval
by the Architectural Review Committee. Such
changes include, but are not limited to, exterior light-

ing, entrances, awnings, doors, windows and land-
scaping. The Homeowner may be required to remove
any alteration that was done without approval and
that does not conform with neighboring structures. 
If in doubt whether you need approval, ask.
–Jackie Richardson, Chairman


