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Securi ty  Tips

Disposal of CFL Light Bulbs

Safety  At  Home

THIS IS THE TIME OF YEAR WHEN HOMEOWNERS ARE INCLINED TO LET THEIR GUARD DOWN. 

• Keep outside doors locked and alarm systems armed during the day and at night. 

• Keep bushes next to your unit trimmed. Bushes make good hiding places. 

• Keep garage and porch lights on all night. 

• Keep speed down. Narrow streets and parked work trucks cause limited visibility. 

One of our Stoney Brook neighbors was burned
very badly. She was cleaning out her garage and

tried to reach a bottle on a top shelf. Liquid spilled
out and got all over her leg. It was sulfuric acid and
this is very dangerous. She does not know how the
bottle got in her garage because she didn’t put it there. 

She has second and third degree burns on her whole
leg and goes to the hospital every day to get it cleaned
and bandaged.

Be sure you know what is in your garage and get rid
of any dangerous things. Call the fire department or
the hazardous waste office and they will come get it. I
spent the night with my grandfather last week and fire
trucks were all around her house the next morning.
They cleaned out her garage. I thought that everyone
should know about this.

~Written by eight-year old Anna Stroeher, Ann and
Gary Kochenberger’s granddaughter

Compact Florescent Light Bulbs (CFL) use up to 75
percent less energy, fit in standard sockets, cost less
than $3 a bulb, and can last up to 5-10 years depend-
ing on usage.

Being responsible with energy usage doesn’t stop with
buying and using CFL’s in your home. As CFL’s con-
tinue to become more popular and frequently used,
make sure you know how to properly dispose of them.
The reason is CFL’s contain a small amount of mercu-
ry, just like computers, clothes irons, and batteries.

When CFL’s do finally wear out, please dispose of
them through Denver's FREE Household
Hazardous Waste Collection Program (HHW). Do
not throw them in the trash. Eligible residents can call
1-800-HHW-PKUP (1-800-449-7587) to make a col-
lection appointment. Residents are permitted one col-
lection per year, not to exceed 125 pounds, with a
minimum of three different materials before calling
for a pickup.

If you are worried about the bulb breaking while in
storage or in transit to the HHW facility, store them
in a sealed container or zip lock bag so the mercury
will be contained. If the bulb does break, please visit
http://www.epa.gov/mercury/spills/index.htm to learn
how to properly clean up and store spilled mercury.

CLF fact to consider when choosing wattage:
CFL's use about one quarter of the wattage as stan-
dard light bulbs. To replace a 100-watt bulb, buy a
26-watt CFL.


