
Newly elected to the
Board of Directors, Art
Otten has lived in

Stoney Brook for four years. As
stated in his application for the
Board, he believes this is the
“finest place to live in the entire

state” and this is because of the quality of the home-
owners who volunteer their time and talents, as well
as the excellent Homeowners Association. He was
motivated to run for the Board as a sense of duty,
along with some mild prodding from others. He
wishes to continue to build on the vision that has
been established by prior Boards and homeowners.

Art is an attorney who in a 50-year law career worked
for three Denver firms and increasingly began to spe-
cialize in banking and securities areas. He officially
retired in 1999, but continues to work on a part-time
basis as an arbitrator in a variety of cases. In addition
to his law practice he served as General Counsel to
Regis University, served on the Board of Trustees for
St. Anthony Hospital and was on the Board of
Directors of Catholic Charities of Denver.

Art grew up in the Buffalo, NY area. Not too sure
where to attend college, he and some friends visited
Hamilton College, NY with their math teacher, a
graduate. He (and his friends) enrolled and Art grad-
uated with a B.A. in 1952, an emphasis in political
science and philosophy. Unsure of what his next step

would be, and although his father was an attorney, he
hadn’t given law much consideration until others
encouraged him in that direction. He applied to Yale
and was accepted. He graduated from Yale Law
School (J.D., 1955).

Without a student deferment, after graduation he
enlisted in the Navy where he served for 3_ years. He
was not interested in legal activity, wanting instead to
“see the world,” so he ended up on an aircraft carrier
for a seven-month “cruise of the South Pacific.” Once
out of the Navy, he drove to Phoenix (too hot!) and
passed through Denver, eventually returning to New
York. In 1959 he returned to Denver, entered into
practice and met his wife-to-be, Mary, an elementary
school music teacher. They have been married for 48
years and have five children and eight grandchildren
scattered around the country.

Since retirement, Art has volunteered at Readers for
Blind and Dyslexic, an activity he finds challenging,
interesting and fulfilling. He also enjoys hiking and
biking. He has taken several biking tours including
Ireland and Italy. He recalls fondly one tour that he,
Mary and their five  grown and nearly grown children
took through the Gulf Islands off the coast of
Washing ton.  

“In retrospect,” I asked him, “would you change any-
thing?” “No,” he said, “I wouldn’t change a thing.”
~Jackie Richardson~
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Spotl ight  on Art  Ot ten

Protect  Yoursel f  f rom Home Improvement  Scams
Be aware of various ruses that have been used to gain
entry to homes, including posing as utility representa-
tives, selling home improvement services, asking for a
drink of water and so on. In years past, victims have
been working in their yards while opportunists enter
their homes through unlocked doors.

To prevent the chances of being victimized, home-
owners are urged to observe the following precautions:

• Request identification from utility representatives –
true representatives carry ID and will gladly show
it to you. Call their companies for verification.

• Beware of home improvement companies soliciting
from door-to-door. It’s more cost effective for com-
panies to advertise, distribute fliers or make phone
calls.

• Never pay cash. Using a check keeps a record of
the transaction.

• Beware of excuses such as “We just finished a job
around the corner and had extra materials that we
could offer you at a discounted price.”

• Always ask for references and contact them before
engaging services.


